
 

 

Principal’s Message: 
Lake Shore Elementary continues to surround one 

another with Kindness, Positive Energy and 

striving to build Relationships.  Recently, the 

school was recognized with a Silver Reward for 

ongoing implementation of the Positive Behavior 

Incentive Support (PBIS) program and the 

resulting low numbers of student referrals during 

the 2017-2018 school year. 

Teachers love positive praise too, so as part of our 

(PBIS) we invite you to grab an “All Star” note 

form from the green bucket in our front office and 

leave a Positive note for a teacher. 

Reinforcement for our students comes to them in 

the form of Cub Cash when they are “caught” 

following school rules and engaging in learning.  

This “cub cash” is used to make purchases from 

our school store but we do rely on parent 

volunteers to run our store in the mornings so 

please let us know if you are able and willing to 

oversee the sales first thing in the morning during 

the school week. 

Thank you for continuing to support Lake Shore 

by talking with your children about (ROARS) 

respect, organization, attitude, responsibility and 

safety…our school rules. 

 

 

Recent Events 
We have successfully spent the first weeks of this 

school year with a focus on building relationships 

and as a continuation of this the PTA organized 

the Donuts with Dads event.  It was wonderful to 

see so many smiling students and Dads in 

attendance.  Please remember that we welcome 

all parents at Lake Shore and Moms will be given 

this opportunity to have breakfast at school with 

their children in the spring. 
 

Upcoming Events 

The Halloween Spooktacular on Friday, 

October 12th 6:30-8:00 so get your 

costumes ready early (No blood or weapons 

please) 
 

Not My Child,   October 16th,  6:00-8:00 
 

 

Did You Know? 
Lake Shore is equipped with a video camera system. It 

covers selected interior and exterior portions of the 

building and grounds.  It is not monitored constantly 

but it is monitored during emergency situations. 

During certain events when the safety and security of 

students may be in question, authorized personnel 

from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency 

units may be given access to view images projected on 

the camera system.  If you have any questions about 

the system you should call the Supervisor of School 

Security at 410-222-5083. 
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Don’t let Math scare you 
All students in grades 1-5 are expected to master math 

facts (grade 1=addition, 2=subtraction, 3= 

multiplication, 4=division, and by grade 5 all math facts 

should be memorized through 10. 

 

All students in grades 3-5 have access to First in Math 

for practice of math facts on the computer both at 

home and in school. 
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  Music Notes   

Did you know?: When given music instruction over seven months, this group caught up to their fellow students 

in reading and surpassed their classmates in math by 22 percent. -Nature Journal, 1996 

 

We are delighted to have the students that have signed up for the Instrumental Music and Choral programs this 

year! Thank you for encouraging your child’s participation. Please continue to encourage your students as we 

move into our concert season. Young musicians should try to practice four days a week at home. When we split 

up our efforts over time, we can build more muscle and memory for what we are learning. 

 

Instrumental Books: All Band and Orchestra students need to have the band or orchestra book for their 

instrument in order to participate in the program. The books cost around $10 and are available at most of the 

local music stores. The title is Essential Elements 2000, Book 1 for that instrument. Violin and Viola players must 

also have a shoulder rest. These items are not supplied by the school and are the responsibility of the family. If 

your child does not already have these items, please purchase them as soon as possible to ensure their success. 

 

Blackboard: Our school has a special instructional website. It will be used frequently for band, strings, and choral 

documents that you may want copies of at home.  

To access this information, go to https://blackboard.aacps.org.  

Click on the blue “Guest button to login. 

The login name is “Lakeshore” and the password is “Lions.”  

Click on the “Cultural Arts” tab at the left.  

Choose the “Band & Strings” or “Chorus” folder from the list.  

  

5th grade students: Are eligible to apply for the Performing and Visual Arts Magnet program. All of the 5th grade 

instrumental students have learned the necessary skills for the audition and we will briefly work on the audition 

materials in class. Applications must be completed online and submitted by November. There are even audition 

prep sessions that students can sign up for at the PVA schools. Additional information can be found at: 

www.aacps.org/pva 

 

Music T-Shirts: Please remember that students participating in the Chorus or Instrumental Music program need 

to purchase a Lake Shore Music T-Shirt. Orders were already due to Ms. Heist or Mrs. Dickinson. If you have not 

ordered one, please do so very soon. Order forms are available on Blackboard or from Ms. Heist & Mrs. 

Dickinson. The fall order is the only order that will be placed for the entire school year. Please consider 

purchasing a shirt that is one size larger than required so it will still fit comfortably in May. 

 

 Performances: There is a special side-by-side performance opportunity coming up on Friday, October 5th for our 

Lake Shore CHORUS musicians to perform with the High School in the Star Spangled Banner. The opportunity is 

open to all Chorus members only. Check with on BlackBoard or e-mail Miss Heist any questions.  

 

Donations: Lake Shore is always open to accepting gently used instruments if you have some at home that will 

not be used again. A receipt with instrument value can be provided for tax purposes if desired. 

 

Concerts: Our winter concert will be held on Wednesday, December 5th @ 7:00 P.M. Our Spring Night of the 

Arts concert will be held on Wednesday, May 29th @ 7:00 P.M. Please mark these dates on your calendar as 

they are required performances for all of our Lake Shore musicians. 

https://blackboard.aacps.org/
http://www.aacps.org/pva
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News and Info from the Reading Office 

Why should my child read? What are the benefits? 

 Welcome to Fall and with it all of the growth and changes that learning will bring to your child and 

your family.  Each month I will present a question and the corresponding answer that relates to all children 

and their families- from Kindergarten through the Fifth grade.  Just like you, I have a school aged child and 

like many of you I also have a young child of my own.  I will try to use this experience as well as my 

experience as an educator to think of what a question might be and to answer it in a parent friendly way. 

 This month the questions are, “Why should my child read? What are the benefits?” Throughout your 

child’s educational career you will hear teachers say, “Read with your child” or “Your child should read every 

night.”  You might also have an amount of time that your child’s teacher would like for your child to read.  

Why do these teachers encourage this so much especially when Fall sports are in full swing and schedules are 

already tight in the evening? Plus, don’t they read in school anyway?  

 The reading that students do in school is often task oriented.  They are learning to read or read to 

learn about a concept in Social Studies or Science.  They might be reading to answer a Thinking Job during 

Guided Reading and to complete a Related Task that helps them to better understand the assigned text.  

 When a child reads an easy book they do so many things that help them to become a better reader 

and a better person.  First, when a child reads they build their background knowledge.  This is mostly the case 

when reading non-fiction – a child learns about topics that might not be within their typical environment. A 

child who reads about the Rain Forest learns about a place that they might not be able to visit.  Then, if your 

child reads a fictional story that is set in the Rain Forest, for example, they will be more likely to understand 

the story. A child who reads a variety of books at home will also get more experience with how texts are set 

up.  Reading independently at home gives kids the opportunity to get, “The lay of the land” with text 

structure.  They will be exposed to how different non-fiction texts are set up and how some authors of fiction 

play with different narrative structures.  Writing is also improved when a child reads more.  Children are 

great imitators.  My three year old son will often take on the role of a cowboy or a football player at a whim.  

When children read books they select and are fun for them they can use that to imitate the authors and 

improve their writing.  Imitation is natural to children and we actually encourage this in writing instruction 

through the use of mentor texts- texts which have certain qualities that we want our students to emulate.  

It’s a fact of school that students have to take tests.  We work very hard to prepare our students for these 

tests.  There is a lot of evidence demonstrating the power of, “Engagement in high-success reading” (Harvey 

and Goudvis, 2017, p 137) to build a child’s confidence and ability as readers which then helps a child to be 

successful on tests, many of which involve reading different texts.  

 Finally, reading at home helps our students – your children- to become better people.  One benefit is 

that your child will develop empathy.  Through understanding different characters and their thoughts, 

children can understand the thoughts of others in real life.  They might recognize a behavior they have seen 

in a book. Engaging in independent reading in which the child is highly successful can help the child to 

develop a personal identity as a reader with particular interests.  They might say to themselves, “I like books 

about trucks,” or “I really like books that have girls as the main character.”  They get to know themselves 

better by trying out different books with different topics.  

 Reading at school and at home have different purposes.  Giving your child the encouragement to 

engage in reading that is easy and fun has many different benefits.  Happy October!    –Jennifer Boswell 

Three books to try: 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr and John Archambault 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin 

Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery 
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Arts and Humanities 
 

Arts and Humanities students in grades 2-5 will begin projects the week of October 1, 2018 
 

MESA will begin in October.  The first meeting is October 30th - parents will be required to 
attend first meeting with child. 
Mrs. Catterton is looking forward to another excellent year with her 
talented and bright MESA students. 

 

October PTA News 

Thank you to everyone who attended the September PTA meeting – we had a great turn out 

and discussed some new ideas!  Our October PTA meeting is 10/10 at 7:00 pm.  We hope to see 

you there! 
 

Halloween Spooktacular: 10/12 6:30-8:00 pm 

Join us for a spooky night of fun!  Please RSVP so we have enough food and crafts for everyone.  

Look for the volunteer sign up for Halloween Spooktacular soon – we need volunteer to help 

make these events fun and successful for our children.  If you are planning to attend, please 

consider spending 30 minutes volunteering! 
 

Conference Day 10/23– Help us provide lunch for our wonderful teachers and staff.  A sign up 

genius will be sent out soon.  Donations can be dropped off in the main office in the morning on 

conference day. 
 

Bull Roast – 11/2 at Kurtz’s Beach:  Come out for night of 80’s fun!  Tickets are still available.   

$45.00 a ticket.  Send your money in an envelope marked Bull Roast.  (This is an adult only 

event) 
 

Craft Fair – 11/10 at Lake Shore Elementary.  Contact Heather Maloney if you would like to 

have a booth at the craft fair.  lakeshoreptafc@gmail.com 

 

November PTA meeting – November 14 at 7:00 pm 
 

Art News 
 

Hello families! Things in the art room are in full swing and lots of wonderful student art is being 
created. Artsonia papers for all new students have gone home and starting this week, papers 
for Kindergarten students will be going home as well. Please make sure that you take some 
time to check out your students account and make sure everything is current. If you are having 
any problems please contact me at the school or, Artsonia directly. I love making art with your 
children and I am looking forward to all the wonderful things we will make together this year! 
Mrs. Hann 
 

mailto:lakeshoreptafc@gmail.com
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As always thank you for your support!! 

2
nd

 Grade Newsletter 

Math: 

In 2nd grade there is a huge push for 
fact fluency. To help your child build 
fact fluency try the following ideas…. 

-Buy flash cards or have you child 
help create a set 
 
- Find a deck of cards. Flip over two 
cards and see how quickly they can 
accurately add or subtract 
 
- Try 2nd grade math games on: 
http://www.abcya.com 
Marble Math & Balloon Pop Subtraction 
(As always please monitor your child 
online.) 

English/ Language Arts: 

The most important thing right 
now is to make sure that your 

child is reading the book we are 
sending home Monday-Thursday 
night! Please have them read it 
out loud to you then ask them 

the questions provided. 

Science & Social Studies: 

In science we will be starting our 

Tremendous Trees unit. The purpose 

of the unit is to encourage students to 

use inquisitive and creative behaviors 

to think like a scientist. Students use 

questions to approach problems and 

identify attributes to sort, classify, and 

make inferences to create analogies 

on observational data about our 

world. 

Important Information: 

We cannot stress enough the 

importance of instant fact recall! 

Soon we will be moving on to 

adding and subtracting 2-digit 

numbers so knowing basic facts 

is essential. We have been 

practicing methods such as 

adding doubles (6+6=12) and 

adding doubles plus one 

(6+7=6+6+1=13) 

 

Please be practicing facts EVERY 

night! For ideas see the math 

section of this newsletter 😊 

http://www.abcya.com/
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4
th

 Grade Newsletter 

Math: 

-We are moving into Unit 2: Applying 
Place Value Concepts in Whole Number 

Addition and Subtraction. Some 
important concepts that we will be 

covering in this unit are: 

- Understanding the connections in our 
place value system 

- Writing numbers in standard, 
expanded and word form 

- Comparing and ordering numbers 
- Rounding numbers to a given place 

value 
- Adding and subtracting numbers using 

the standard algorithm 
 

-We will continue to send home the 
parent newsletters for each new unit. 

 

English/ Language Arts: 

-Please remind your child to read for 10 

minutes every night. After students 

have completed their reading, they 

need to fill out their reading logs. 

Parents please make sure to initial.  

-Students have begun taking AR quizzes. 

Please encourage your child to continue 

taking AR quizzes so they can climb the 

AR point ladder!  

Science & Social Studies: 

-Science students are learning about 

the structure of plants and animals. 

 

-Social Studies students are learning 

about different North American 

explorers. Students are beginning to 

make explorer trading cards! 

Important Information: 

-We recently got our 4th grade 

FirstinMath licenses for each student. 

This means that math homework will 

consist of logging into FirstinMath each 

night to practice math facts. Students 

have their usernames and passwords 

written in their planners. If you do not 

have access to a computer, we will be 

ordering multiplication flash cards to 

send home. We will be giving students a 

FirstinMath/Math Facts log to fill out 

every night.  

-Make sure you check your child’s 

planner for their color of the day/ 

homework. Also check their take-home 

folders for any important papers every 

night. Please be sure that you are 

initialing your child’s reading and math 

homework before they return to school 

the following day.  



            

Mark Your Calendar                Math Game 

 

 
 

       Peek at the month  
    

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

Key Math Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Notes 

 

5th Grade News 

Math 

 Using equivalency to add and subtract 

fractions 

 Expanding our understanding of place 

value to decimals 

Science 

 Matter & Action 

Social Studies 

 Colonization 

Key Vocabulary:  

Fraction: a number that names equal parts of a whole; a fraction names a point on the number line and can also 

represent the division of two numbers. 

Numerator: the number above the line in a fraction.  It tells how many equal parts are described. 

    
2

3
 

Denominator: the number below the line in a fraction.  It tells how many equal parts are in the whole. 

    
2

3
 

Equivalent fraction: two or more fractions that have the same value.  They name the same part of a whole and the 

same point on a number line. 

 

Common denominator:  a number that is a common multiple of the denominator of two or more fractions. 

Please return permission slips for the BSO and 

Drownproofing as soon as possible.    

 Be on the lookout for dates that you can be fingerprinted if you are interested in volunteering to 

help out at drownproofing. 

 Math & Reading homework are assigned on Mondays and due the following Monday. 

 Take Home folders come home everyday & contain homework and announcements. 



 

 

 

LAKE SHORE ELEMENTARY 

  

 

 


